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the phenomenon of 'the modern woman' as a ruler, for the
simple reason that everyone expected Elizabeth to marry. Had
not Mary, though thirty-eight, instantly acquiesced in its in-
evitability on coming to the throne? As Philip wrote3 Elizabeth
must marry, if only that her husband might * relieve her of those
labours which are only fit for men'. Ferla echoed his thought:
e After all, everything depends on the husband she chooses, for
the King's wish Is paramount here in all things.' The woman-
ruler's way lay through political Impotence to marriage - Itself
a state of Impotence.